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Message from the Finance Committee
The Finance Committee extends a special thank you to all who committed to total stewardship of prayer, ministry and finance for St. 
Cecilia Parish in 2017-18. The Parish closed its fiscal year on June 30, 2018 and saw another year of growth. 130 new families joined the 
Parish and we welcomed 17 new members through RCIA.

St. Cecilia School continues its resurgence, earning outstanding results through its unique Blended Learning program. Out of the 12 
schools nationwide that have implemented this Seton Foundation program, St. Cecilia students displayed the most academic growth in 
math and reading based on the Evaluation Association Measures of Academic Progress. In the spring, at the National Catholic Education 
Association conference, St. Cecilia received the prestigious Catholic Identity Award. St. Cecilia Pre-School was awarded a 5-Star Rating 
from the Ohio Department of Education for providing a learning and development program that exceeds licensing, health and safety 
regulations. St. Cecilia is only the third Archdiocesan elementary school to have its pre-school recognized with this 5-Star rating.

Offertory donations increased by 8% this past year to meet the $40K budgeted deficit, allowing the Parish to balance expenses with 
income. This was accomplished while removing all festival income from the operating budget. 100% of festival proceeds are now 
earmarked for capital improvements.

We thank you for your dedication and love of the parish and your willingness to volunteer your time in the many ministries of the 
parish. We thank you for your generous gifts to build up the “storehouse” of God’s Kingdom, and your prayers for the success of the 

parish’s endeavors.

Take a brief look back in time. The year is 2010. 
•  Limestone had fallen off of the church and the only thing that kept our priceless stained glass windows from falling out were 

their faded protective coverings. The parish budget was limited and included no funds for major repairs.
•  There were 176 students in our Parish School, with only 37% Catholic, and the school relied on a parish subsidy of $250,000 to 

meet budget. There were grave concerns for its sustainability.  
 •  With a total operating budget of $1.5 million, parish/school staffing was very limited and there was absolutely no room for 

growth. Salaries had been frozen several times.
• The average mass attendance was 738 and the average offertory collection was stagnant at $8,461.
• The parish had 617 registered families.
• The parish relied heavily on the summer festival to help meet its $1.5 million operating budget. 

 
Now the year is 2018, look around and see the changes! 

•  The parish embarked upon Restoring All Things in Christ, a capital campaign which brought in more than $1.6 million to 
restore this beautiful worship space. Look around—see the beauty of these windows! The success of this campaign continues 
today with new contributions and generous bequests allowing for continued church improvements in the sanctuary and lower 
level restrooms. 

•  St. Cecilia School, which had a questionable fate, is now an award-winning education center with a diverse 269 student population 
— 54% Catholic. The school has now become a wonderful place for St. Cecilia’s growing young family population to be educated. 
A successful 100th Anniversary School Capital Campaign on the heels of our $1.6 million Restoration Campaign raised an 
additional $750,000 for massive school renovation projects such as a new school office, a pre-school classroom, and renovated 
classrooms, restrooms and commons space. The parish subsidy to the school has decreased by over $200K, which has allowed the 
parish to invest in staffing and other programs to help us fulfill our mission, building up God’s Kingdom!  

Message from the Pastor
In the Catholic Church, we believe that all of God’s children are important. Since everyone 
makes a difference, every gift to support our Church makes a difference. 

I have a vision for St. Cecilia, and I want it to continue to grow. Every time I see a new 
face, I am thrilled and edified. I need your continued support to keep the vision alive and 
moving forward. I want to provide the ministries that are needed to give everyone an 
opportunity to grow in their relationship with Jesus. I know giving can be hard for some, 
and may not be a habit for others. But if you can truly join me in this vision and know that 
my desire is to build the ministries that are helping our parishioners — new young adults 
and young families joining the Parish, those who are homebound and those in need — I 
pray your faith leads you to give. Thank you for your continued generosity.
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Capital Improvements
The Restoring All Things in Christ Capital Campaign raised in excess of $1.6 million several years ago. This allowed the parish to 
restore many of the deteriorating parts of the church. Major projects included the cleaning and tuck pointing of the limestone stone 
façade, restoring the stained glass windows and adding new protective coverings, restoration of the Narthex and painting the church 
interior, updating the sound system, adding security alarms and new air conditioning. New doors were installed at the side entrances 
and the front doors were restored to their original beauty. A new accessible entrance into church from the rear parking lot was added 
through the St. Joseph Garden.

All of these projects were completed as monies became available. We are blessed by so many generous people at St. Cecilia in  
life and in death, who continue to contribute to the Restoration Fund through new gifts and bequests. These additional gifts have 
allowed us to pursue the sanctuary restoration and updating the restrooms in the undercroft, both of which are in process. Part 
of the original campaign plan was to create this Restoration Fund to take care of ongoing capital needs. The Finance Committee’s 
policy is to invest any bequest in the Restoration Fund. Additional gifts can be made to the fund at any time. Please speak with Bob 
Kellison, Director of Music & Stewardship.

In addition, the 100th Anniversary School Capital Campaign is also accepting gifts to fund restoration projects needed in the 
School. To date, the primary wing classrooms have been updated as well as the St. Cecilia Commons, three of the nine classrooms, 
and the restrooms in the original building. Pending projects needed to be funded include primary wing bathrooms, air condi-
tioning for the entire school and the remaining six classrooms. To put the expense in perspective, a classroom renovation costs 
approximately $65K, which includes asbestos abatement, new flooring, ceiling, windows, lighting and furniture. Air conditioning 
the entire school is estimated to cost a minimum of $250,000. The completion of these projects are important to maintain the 
vitality of our parish school.

Restoration Fund Savings Account: $319,072     |     100th Anniversary School Campaign Savings Account $78,165

The Finance Committee has also successfully moved the use of festival proceeds out of the operating budget over the past five years, 
reducing the amount now to where 100% of the festival profits are used for specific capital improvements. Examples of the past 
several years use of festival proceeds include the restoration of the church bells and the St. Cecilia organ.

The St. Cecilia share (20%) of the pledges to the Archdiocesan One Faith, One Hope, One Love capital campaign is estimated to be 
$175,000. These monies are earmarked for the St. Cecilia Commons air conditioning and accessible entry. To date the air conditioning is 
completed and plans are in process to provide a simple ground floor entry into the Commons.

•  Average mass attendance is now 968 which is an increase of 31% with many toddlers and infants in arms which are the signs of a 
great future for the church. Our once stagnant collections are growing yearly. In the past fiscal year our offertory collection 
increased 8% over that of fiscal year 2016-17. 

•  Because of this transformation, the operating budget has grown by over $700K and is no longer reliant on ANY festival proceeds. 
All festival proceeds now fund designated capital improvements.

  
None of this transformation happened over night, but it did happen because of you!  It is your continued generosity of prayer, 
ministry and finance that keep our parish vibrant! In ten years we will be celebrating the 100th anniversary of this beautiful worship 
space, the 4th worship space in the history of our parish. This means that 90 years ago our ancestors were asked to contribute to a 
massive building project to ensure that the faith was passed on to many generations to follow. Our parish continues to be as vibrant 
today as it was back then. Again thank you to your generosity. Imagine what St. Cecilia could look like 10, 25, 50, 75 years from now.  
We currently live in a time where it is easier to stand on the sidelines and think that it is someone else’s responsibility than it is to take 
action.  Many think that if the parish is doing so well, there is no need to become involved and contribute. But it is the commitment 
to total stewardship by ALL that makes our parish vibrant. It is the duty of all of us gathered in this space to ensure that St. Cecilia 
remains vibrant for the generations to come after us!
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New and Improved Online Giving!
St. Cecilia Parish wants to provide you the convenience of being able to financially give as good stewards the way you want, 
whenever you want. We have invested in a new and more user-friendly Online Giving Program, which includes a mobile app as 
well as Text Giving capabilities. You can make secure, automatic contributions from your bank or credit/debit card account to  
St. Cecilia Parish. Online giving costs you nothing and provides many advantages to you and the church. You don’t have to worry 
about having cash in your pocket, or remember to bring your envelope, or be able to contribute when you are away visiting 
family or vacationing. Your gift is made.

BENEFITS FOR YOU
• No check writing or ATM stops before church
• Safe, secure, and confidential transactions
• Use your checking/savings account or credit/debit card
• Schedule recurring or one-time donations 
• Change a gift or account anytime you like
• Choose offertory, special funds, pledges
• View your giving history anytime

BENEFITS FOR SAINT CECILIA
•  Provides sustained giving that helps parish budgeting and 

ministry planning
• Reduces check processing fees
• Allows staff more time to focus on ministries 
• Provides giving history for tax statements
• Reaches a wider demographic of givers

PHONE APP: You can download the ConnectNow Giving app from the App store 
on your iPhone and sign in. 

TEXT GIVING: You can text 513-434-3577 and enter a donation amount ($5, $10, 
$25, etc.) The first time you will need to register your account….after that just text 
513-434-3577 and a gift amount.

However you choose to give, we thank you! Your gifts are appreciated and are used to 
fuel the “storehouse” of St. Cecilia Parish to help build the Kingdom of God in 
Oakley and beyond.

ST.  CECILIA BY THE NUMBERS

Fiscal Registered New School Weddings Baptisms Funerals Avg. Sunday Avg. Sunday St. Vincent Christmas Easter Festival 

Year Families Families Population    Colection Attendance de Paul 

2018 1,196 130 269 33 60 19 $13,192 968 $40,205 $72,240 $34,131 $111,055 
2017 1,025 139 247 29 68 28 $12,539 1,025 $22,251 $67,543 $25,764 $110,739
2016 992 131 241 25 83 32 $12,103 972 $23,591 $51,485 $26,413 $90,138
2015 924 111 234 20 51 28 $11,746 909 $19,149 $47,820 $26,004 $87,241
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FINANCE COMMITTEE
Allison Mooney – Chair   |   Susan Rodgers – Vice-chair 

Jason Hemak   |   Doug Kornish   |   Vince Woodall   |   Fr. Jamie – Pastor   |   Bob Kellison – Staff   |   Matt Springer – Staff

The 2018  
Numbers
 2017-18 2017-18 2018-19 
 Actual Budget Budget 

Church Revenue 
Sundays/Holy Days $ 686,000 $ 668,000 $ 700,000  
Christmas/Easter $ 103,000 $ 77,000 $ 78,000  
Mass Stipends/Votive Lights $ 56,000 $ 52,000 $ 49,000  
Other – Church $ 24,000 $ 13,000 $ 40,000  
Total Church Income $ 869,000 $ 810,000 $ 867,000  

School Revenue 
Tuition/Aid/Student Fees $ 1,398,000 $ 1,410,000 $ 1,426,000   
Fundraising $ 63,000 $ 64,000 $ 77,000  
Other – School $ 20,000 $ 20,000 $ 20,000  
Total School Revenue $ 1,481 $ 1,494 $ 1,523 
 
TOTAL PARISH INCOME  $ 2,350,000 $ 2,304,000 $ 2,390,000   
 
Church Expenditures   
Salaries/Benefits $ 443,000 $ 431,000 $ 450,000 
Operating $ 176,000 $ 179,000 $ 194,000  
Ministry/Liturgy $ 83,000 $ 67,000 $ 83,000  
Utilities $ 42,000 $ 54,000 $ 51,000   
General Maintenance/Repairs $ 102,000 $ 85,000 $ 92,000  
Total Church Expenditures $ 846,000 $ 816,000 $ 870,000  
  
School Expenditures   
Salaries/Benefits $ 1,194,000 $ 1,221,000 $ 1,206,000 
Operating $ 80,000 $ 105,000 $ 126,000  
Utilities $ 47,000 $ 51,000 $ 51,000  
General Maintenance/Repairs $ 132,000 $ 113,000 $ 103,000  
Fundraising $ 51,000 $ 38,000  $ 34 ,000   
Total School Expenditures $ 1,504 $ 1,528.000 $ 1,520,000 
 
TOTAL PARISH EXPENDITURES  $ 2,350,000 $ 2,344,000 $ 2,390,000 

TOTAL PARISH PROFIT/LOSS - $ (40,000) -  




